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PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 6:00 p.m. 

Cedar Hills, Utah 

 

NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION 

 

This meeting was held electronically pursuant to Utah Code 52-4-207(4), and Mayor Andersen’s 

March 19, 2021 written determination that conducting an electronic meeting with an anchor 

location presents a substantial risk to the health and safety of those who may be present at the 

anchor location.   

 

Present: Jeff Dodge, Chair, Presiding 

Commissioners: Jared Anderson, Tyler Dahl, Donald Dolenc, John Dredge, 

Kathryn Newman, Lori Anne Spear, Steve Thomas 

  Chandler Goodwin, City Manager 

  Jenny Peay, Planning Associate 

  Colleen Mulvey, City Recorder 

 

1. Call to Order 

Chair Jeff Dodge called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

2. Public Comment 

No comments. 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes from the January 26, 2021 Planning Commission Meeting  

MOTION: C. Thomas – To approve the minutes of the January 26, 2021 Planning 

Commission meeting.  Seconded by C. Dredge.  

Yes - C. Anderson 

      C. Dodge      

      C. Dredge 

      C. Spear 

      C. Thomas Motion passes. 

 

4. Review/Recommendation and Public Hearing on amendments to City Code Title 10 

Chapter 5 related to Easements and Accessory Structures 

 

Jenny Peay gave a brief background and stated during the February 23, 2021 Planning 

Commission Meeting, a request was made to discuss recorded and dedicated public easements, 

especially as they related to permanent structures.  When residents requested a building permit, 

zoning would look at a number of issues on the site plan.  Many times, there would be an 

easement which would prohibit property owners from placing structures in a desired location.  It 

was discussed that there should be some type of disclosure to residents about easements.  The 

easement code being presented had been compiled using examples of other cities’ codes.  Ms. 

Peay read under code 10-5-40 and stated they wanted to clear up the language to allow for 

retaining walls and other similar structures.  They also wanted to include a definition of easement 



Page 2 of 3 Planning Commission Meeting Approved: May 11, 2021 

         March 23, 2021 

 

in 10-2-1.  She read the proposed code.  The idea was that clarifying the language would assist 

property owners understand easements and how they would prohibit the building of certain 

structures.       

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

No comments. 

 

C. Anderson commented on the language not withstanding apparent abandonment of the 

easement and asked if it was the intent that the homeowner would be allowed to build on top of 

an easement only if it had been abandoned.  Mr. Goodwin replied no, the keyword was apparent.  

If it was an abandoned easement, then an easement didn’t exist so they would have to 

demonstrate that an easement had been abandoned.  C. Andersen commented he was under the 

impression that a homeowner would be able to build on an easement that was not being used.  He 

asked about a situation if a utility company signed off on it.  Mr. Goodwin replied they would 

need to get a clearance signed by the City and anyone with a vested interest in the easement; 

everyone involved would need to be okay with a structure being placed in the easement.  All of 

those documents would state that the homeowner took on the risks associated with building over 

an easement.  C. Andersen commented he was thrown off by the language and it seemed 

ambiguous.   

 

Mr. Goodwin stated the City needed to maintain the ability to provide services which was why 

easements were there.  He read from the Utah State code about minor improvements to the land 

which would not cause major disruption to an easement and commented that a large structure 

would present more of an obstruction and risk. 

 

C. Dahl asked about the word “form” and asked if they could use the specific name of the form 

to prevent misinterpretation.  Mr. Goodwin answered affirmatively. 

 

C. Thomas asked about the wording regarding apparent abandonment and suggested using 

“unuse or neglect” or a better way to say, “apparent abandonment.” Mr. Goodwin replied they 

could add a sentence later in the clause specifying this.  C. Dahl commented that “structure” was 

defined elsewhere.        

 

C. Dodge clarified the two changes that had been suggested.   

 

Mr. Goodwin commented this was already superseded by State code and reread “lack of 

maintenance or appearance of abandonment does not constitute abandonment of an easement” 

from their discussion. 

 

MOTION: C. Dodge – To recommend the proposed amendments to City Code 10-2-1 and 

include 10-5-40 in the Supplementary Standards section of Title 10-5 relating to easements 

with changing the word “form” to “application,” to remove the phrase notwithstanding 

apparent abandonment of the easement and adding an additional sentence: Lack of 

maintenance or the appearance of abandonment does not constitute abandonment of any 

easement.  Seconded by C. Thomas.  

Yes - C. Anderson 
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      C. Dodge      

      C. Dredge 

      C. Spear 

      C. Thomas Motion passes. 

 

5. Review/Recommendation on final plat approval for Lakeshore Trails Subdivision Plat C 

 

Mr. Goodwin stated this was to fix a clerical item, there were three lots in which the two adjacent 

owners wanted to split the lot in the middle.  Previously it had been noticed as Plat B but was in 

fact Plat C and they wanted to clarify this for the record.       

 

MOTION: C. Dredge – To recommend the preliminary plat amendment for Lakeshore 

Trails Plat C.  Seconded by C. Thomas.  

Yes - C. Anderson 

      C. Dodge      

      C. Dredge 

      C. Spear 

      C. Thomas Motion passes. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

This meeting was adjourned at 6:26 p.m. on a motion by C. Spear, seconded by C. Thomas and 

unanimously approved. 
 

 

Approved: May 11, 2021 

 

       

/s/ Colleen A. Mulvey, MMC 

City Recorder 

 
 


