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CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
September 1, 2020  6:00 p.m. 

Community Recreation Center 
10640 N Clubhouse Drive, Cedar Hills, Utah 

 
Present: Jenney Rees, Mayor, Presiding 
  Councilmembers: Denise Andersen, Mike Geddes, Brian Miller, Ben Ellsworth 
  Absent/Excused: Kelly Smith 
  Chandler Goodwin, City Manager 
  Gretchen Gordon, Deputy City Director 
  Greg Gordon, Recreation Director 
  Others: Lt. Josh Christensen, Stan Lockhart  
 
This work session of the City Council of the City of Cedar Hills, having been properly noticed, 
was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Mayor Rees. 
 

1. Ranked Choice Voting Presentation 
Stan Lockhart, Director at Utah Ranked Choice Voting, explained Ranked Choice Voting had 
come to Utah in the mid-1990s and was named in Roberts Rules of Order as a way to run elections.  
He reviewed a presentation about how Ranked Choice voting worked.  He stated that Payson and 
Vineyard had used this as part of their pilot program and they had had great success.  He reviewed 
percentages of an exit poll.  The State was encouraging cities and municipalities to participate in 
Rank Choice Voting in the next election to determine how Ranked Choice Voting would affect 
different area’s elections.   
 
Mr. Lockhart discussed the pros of using Ranked Choice Voting.  He stated what he liked best 
about Ranked Choice Voting was that voters would not be disenfranchised, and it would make 
more people’s vote count.  He encouraged the Council to talk to County Clerk, Amelia Powers 
about Ranked Choice Voting and stated she had come up with their slogan “Better, Faster, 
Cheaper, It Works.” 
 
C. Smith commented this was streamlined and efficient and agreed with Ranked Choice Voting.  
There was discussion about the opinions of Council on Ranked Choice Voting and the statute with 
regards to the number of candidates on the ballot.  Mr. Goodwin stated his main concern was the 
education factor because it would be a new thing.  
 
Mayor Rees asked about paying for the necessary equipment.  Mr. Lockhart said that Ranked 
Choice Voting was embedded in the equipment that they already had so there would be no 
additional cost.  He stated the difference between Ranked Choice Voting was that the results were 
calculated differently but it still took about the same amount of time to calculate the results.  He 
stated the state had money reserved for cities who promote their own education and that Payson 
and Vineyard had both created their own public education videos.      
 
Stan Lockhart invited the City Council to review the one-page handout which depicted the ten 
merits of Ranked Choice Voting.  He stated they also had some simple software that could be 
utilized by cities on their website to do a quick survey for residents to test out the Ranked Choice 
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Voting and become familiar with it.  He talked about making votes count and the benefits of 
Ranked Choice Voting versus majority voting.  He encouraged the Council to invite Amelia 
Powers to come discuss this topic as well. 
 

2. Discussion on Scheduled Agenda Items 
Mr. Goodwin stated the City had received an application for a spot in the commercial zone 
sandwiched between two other businesses for an ATM, but that use was not allowed in the SC-1 
zone.  He referenced a map of the area and pointed out the different subdistricts in the area under 
discussion.  He described the plans for the ATM occupancy of the space.  When the Planning 
Commission had discussed this item, they were concerned about unintended consequences and 
proposed they allow data collection service as a conditional use in that retail subdivision.  Mr. 
Goodwin said he was worried about unintended consequences from doing that because of the 
technical society that we live in.  He stated another proposal would be to rezone the area entirely.  
Mayor Rees commented that another option could be to carve out an ATM use for the retail zone.   
 
There was discussion about what was included in data service processing and distinguishing which 
zones ATMs fell into. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
This meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. on a motion by C. Ellsworth, seconded by C. Andersen, 
and unanimously approved. 
 
 
Approved by Council: 
October 20, 2020 
  
        /s/ Colleen A. Mulvey, MMC 
        City Recorder 
 
 


