Common Questions & Answers

Q:

A:

Can I store emergency fuel containers inside my
home, basement and/or attached garage?

No! Generally speaking, weé ask that you only
store emergericy fuel containers in a detached shed
or garage to minimize fire hazards and ignition
sources. Two or three (2 or 3) I-gallon DOT rated
containers far gdsoline, and 2-cycle fuel for
general operation.of lawn maintenance equipment,
are permissible in your attached garage. We have
experienced many serious problems with larger
quantities. of fuel inside homes, basements,
attached garages and carports. '

Can I store as many containers as I want in my.
garden shed or unattached garage? :

" .-No. Depénding- on the type of fuel (gasoline,.
- kerosene, diesel,_ propane), you are only allowed to
. . store limited quantities of each type of fuel, in

certain kinds and sizes of containers. See

following guidelines on the next few pages for each
type of fuel. CT s o '

What authority does the fire department have to tell
me what I can and cannot do in my own home?

- The legal authority comes from fire prevention

related portions of the Utah State Code and local
city and county ordinances. This really is a life
safety (your life safety) issue. Also, your _
homeowner’s insurance provider would like you to
keep the quantities of flammable liquids stored at
your residence to a bare minimum.

Home Storage of Flammable Liquids
(Gasoline & Coleman® White Gas)

(7 Maximum residential storage of flammable liquids
(gasoline & white gas) shall be limited to 25 gallons; -
preferably stored in an unattached garage or shed. Of

this 25 gallon total, no more than 10 gallons can be stored
in an attached garage; and absolutely no. flammable liquid -

storage is allowed in basements. (1997 UFC.7902.5.8,
7902.5.10.1, NEPA 30)

(3 Empty containers shall be counted as full when
calculating total storage capacity (1997 UFC 7902.5.3) -

| 03 Flammable liquid storage containers shall be of an
'| approved type. (1997 UFC 7902.1.8.1.1) Most of these

containers are labeled as approved for flammable liquid
use, and indicate the standards they are designed to meet
(DOT, ASTM, NFPA 30, efc). Always use approved or
original retail containers: (No Used Milk Jugs!) '

(7 If you decide to store more than 5 gallons of flammable
liquids at your home, you need at least one 2A10BC rated
fire extinguisher, located no closer than 10 feet, and no
further away than 50 feet. (1997 UrC 7902.5.1.2.1)

03 Control of sources of ignition is mandatory! All
transfer and dispensing of flammable liquids requires
careful attention be paid to eliminating static spark
discharge, and ignition of flammable vapors. Open
flames and high temperature devices must be controlled
and approved for use with flammable liquids. And,

smoking is prohibited in the storage area. (1997 UFC 7901.10,
7901.4) _

(7 Flammable & Combustible liquids in the fuel tanks of
motor vehicles (gasoline, diesel and 2-cycle blends) are
exempt, and therefore not considered as a part of your
total home fuel storage quantities. (1997 UFC 7902.5.1.1)




Home Storage of Combustible quulds
(Diesel, Kerosene & Lamp Oil)

(J Maximum residential storage of combustible liquids

(Diesel, Kerosene & Lamp Oil) shall be limited to 60 gallons; |

“preferably stored in an unattached garage or shed. Of this 60
gallon total, no'moré than 10 gallons can-be stored in-an -

attachied garage; and absolutely no combustible liquid storage
is allowed in basements. (1997 UFC 7902.5.8, 7902.5.10.1, NFPA 30)

0 Combustlble liquid storage. contamers shall be ofan -
approved type (1997 UFC 7902.18.1.1), Most of these contamers
are labeled as approved for flammable. hquxd use, and indicate
the standards they are designed to meet (DOT, ASTM, NFPA
30, etc).. Always use approved or original retail containers.
(No Used Milk Jugsl)

O If you dacide to store more than 25 gallons of combustible
liquids at vour home, you need at least two 2A10BC rated fire
extinguishers, located no closer than 10 feet, and 1o further
away than 50 feet. (1997 UFC 7902.5.1.2.1)

O3 Control of sources of ignition is mandatory' All transfer
and dispensing of combustible liquids requires careful
attention te paid to eliminating static spark discharge, and
ignition of  flammable vapors. Open flames and high’
temperature devices must be controlled and approved for use
with flammable/combustible liquids. ‘And; smoking is
prohibited in the storage area. .(1997 UFC 7901.10, 7901.4)

0J Portable Kerosene heating apphanees shall be (UL)
listed, and shall be limited to a fuel tank capacity of 2
gallons.(1997 UFC 6106.2) However, the. Uniform Fire Code
(Article 61) specifically prohxblts the use of these
unvented heating appliances in occupied living spaces. If
you decide to use these devices, closely follow the - =
manufacturer’s instructions for use, always maintain
adequate separatlon from combustible surfaces, maintain
good ventilation in order to prevent carbon monoxide

‘| poisoning, and use a battery powered Carbon Monoxide
detector to detect dangerous conditions.

| wanta permanent LP-Gas system and tank mstalled

county ordinance allows you up:to-2;000 :gallons water, |
capacity in heavily populated areas, provided.you: obtam
a permit, ‘comply with refevant installation’ codeszand hlre
a state hcensed oontractor to perform the work and _

pages, for more mformatlon regardmg permanentb
} Propane gas installations.: (1997 UFC-8204:2) VE

25 gallons total capacity. You could haVe up'to five's- | j
gallon (20 lb) portable apphance cylinders (the size

g want to store propane and flammable/combust gxéls

together, they should be: separated by at. least 10';
(1997 UEC 7902.1.6) PR

: out51de your home in an unattached garage or shed - !

D'Propane cylinders. attached to heating and/ or cooking
appliances, as well as those mounted on. trallers motor
homes, and campers, do not count towards your total
storage capacity.

0 Unattached or empty cylinders are counted as being
full for purposes of calculating your total storage




